Farrowing Time                          399
A scouring pig has little chance of recovery if the diarrhea is long continued.
Some sows are excitable or nervous after farrowing and frequently crush a few pigs. The sow may lay down and smother the little pigs between her body and the side of the pen. A simple way to avoid such losses is the use of what is commonly called a fender or pig rail. This is a 2 by 4 strip of lumber placed around the inside wall of the pen about 10 inches from the floor and 8 inches from the wall. This is an easy pig-saving measure which anyone can provide.
Clean short straw should be provided for litter, but no more than is necessary completely to cover the floor of the pen. Too much strawr may cause the little pigs to become tangled up in the litter and thus not be able to move fast enough to dodge the sow when she lays down. Clean fresh straw should be put in every day for two or three weeks after the sows farrow.
The bowels should move freely and if there is any tendency toward constipation the sow should be given a handful of Epsom salts in the water or slop. A thin gruel composed of equal parts of shorts and bran will aid in keeping the bowels moving regularly.
THE LITTER
Some farmers sit up with sows about to farrow and are well repaid for their loss of sleep. It is natural for a sow to prefer seclusion at this time and, while she will usually farrow without help, it is well to be on hand when the unexpected happens. Young sows or fat older sows may need assistance. When the pigs arrive in cold weather in an unheated building, it is good practice to remove each pig as it is dropped. After it is carefully wiped and dried, it may be placed in a warm covered box. As soon as all the pigs are born, they should be returned to the mother and each one assisted to secure its share of milk. Unless the weather is severe and the building very cold, the litter should be left